
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 
   Your NARRC Board is very    

excited about the prospects for a 

timely  and informative meeting in 

Fargo, on  September 27—

October 1, 2008. 

    Your planning group was met 

with a well-planned, tentative  

program presented by the North 

Dakota Board for our fall meeting.  

Energy and alternatives to making 

money on the farm will be ad-

dressed, plus several planned tours 

for you to experience and take 

home useful information.   

   Every meeting hosted by the 

North Dakota Rural Rehab Corp-

oration has provided something 

unique, different, and of interest to 

our group.  A few years ago     

during one of the tours, the group 

enjoyed a wonderful home-cooked 

country dinner by a rural commu-

nity group of ladies in a colorful 

old rural community center.  On 

another occasion, we were de-

lighted with learning the history of 

flour milling in North Dakota, plus 

we learned of the extensive,      

almost inexhaustible supply of 

coal that is being stripped from the 

countryside and how the top soil is 

then placed back leaving an undis-

turbed appearance.  Coal that is 

being processed and burned to 

produce electricity on the spot 

near where it is mined. 

   On behalf of the NARRC Board, 

we encourage you to share a copy 

of the enclosed advance tentative 

agenda with your boards and staff 

and begin making plans to be a 

part of the 2008 Annual Meeting. 

 
                  ******* 

    June 2008 

President’s Message—By John Trotman 

 HOST STATE INVITATION  
 By Roald Lund 

 

 

Dear Reader, 
 
   This note is to encourage you to 

pull out your atlas and date book 

and locate Fargo, North Dakota; 

and in your date book circle    

September 27, 28, 29, 30, and 

October 1 for the NARRC Annual 

Meeting.   

   You really should plan on 

spending several extra days in this 

“most rural area of the United 

States.”  We have fun “native” 

events before and after the       

convention, such as:  “Sodbuster 

Days” in Fort Ransom and the 

“Norsk Hostfest” in Minot.  Also, 

in addition to the Hjemkomst  

Center, there is the interesting 

Plains Art Museum; and plus 

there’s shopping in Winnipeg, 

Canada—less than 200 miles 

north.  Bring  your passport for 

Canada.   

   So, on behalf of the entire staff 

and Board of Directors for the 

North Dakota Rural Rehabilitation 

Corporation, we extend a warm 

and personal welcome to you and 

your guests as you explore the Red 

River Valley of the north and    

enjoy our late summer weather.   

Bring a jacket—the days are 

warm, the nights are cool. 

 
                  ******* 



    

Call to Order:  The Mid-Year Planning Meeting of the 2007-

08 Board of Directors was called to order by President John 

Trotman on Tuesday, April 29, 2008, at 9:00 a.m. in the Etude 

Room of the Ramada Plaza Suites in Fargo, North Dakota, 

with all board members present.  A quorum was established.  

Also present were Terese Berg, Jim Tessmer, Bill Fortier 

(North Dakota), and Jeannie Eagan.   

  Invocation and Opening Remarks:  The invocation was 

given by Vice President Kim Porter.  President Trotman 

opened the meeting by expressing appreciation for the letters 

and kind remarks from member states regarding Alabama’s 

hosting the 2007 conference. 

   Minutes and Reports:  Upon motion by Tenorio/Gary, the 

Board approved the minutes—as read and previously distrib-

uted—of the Pre-Conference Board Meeting held September 

23, 2007. 

  Upon motion by Tenorio/Gary, the Board approved the   

minutes—as read and previously distributed—of the Post-

Conference Board Meeting held September 26, 2007. 

  A detailed report of the secretary’s activities was given by 

Vernon Eagan.  (A copy of that report is attached to the filed 

minutes.) 

  The financial report was given by Secy/Treas Vernon Eagan.  

Upon motion by Jacka/Weiss, the Board approved the report 

as presented and to be filed for audit.  (A copy of that report is 

attached to the filed minutes.) 

  The Website Committee recommended that NARRC begin 

paying website manager Megan Longoria at a rate of $20 per 

hour for work performed on the NARRC Website.  Upon   

recommendation by the Website Committee, the Board voted 

unanimously to pay Megan at the rate of $20 per hour for 

website work. 

  2008 Annual Meeting:  North Dakota hosts Roald Lund, 

Bill Fortier, Jim Tessmer, and Terese Berg briefed the Board 

regarding the annual meeting agenda and planned scheduled 

activities—speakers in the mornings with the  tours in the  

afternoons.   NOTE:  A COPY  OF THE TENTATIVE 

AGENDA INCLUDED WITH JUNE NEWSLETTER. 
  2009 Annual Meeting:  Director Weers reported that our 

2009 Annual Meeting will be held on September 20-23, 2009, 

in Traverse City, Michigan, at the historic Park Place Hotel.  

The focus will be on “local agriculture and the maritime in-

dustry.”  A tour of the Leelanau peninsula loop is planned for 

Tuesday and includes NW Michigan Horticulture Research 

Station, a cherry farm, an antique apple orchard, etc.  An    

optional tour is planned for Saturday, September 19th to 

Mackinac City if enough interest is expressed. 

  The Board decided on May 5-6, 2009, as the date to conduct  

the 2009 Mid-Year Planning Meeting to be held at the Park 

Place Hotel to ensure the room rate of $99.00. 

  2010 Annual Meeting:  Director Gary advised that the 2010      

 

 

Annual Meeting will be held on September 26-29, 2010, at the  

Whispering Woods Hotel and Conference Center, in Olive     

Branch, Mississippi.  Olive Branch is located about 25/30 

minutes from Memphis International Airport and/or from 

downtown Memphis. 

  2011 Annual Meeting:  A conference call was conducted 

with Steve Gallagher of Palmer, Alaska, in connection with 

Alaska’s desire to host the annual meeting in 2011 and to   

determine if that would be feasible—time frame (possibly in 

late July rather than in September), the best location 

(Anchorage vs. Palmer), and travel expense for delegates.  

Alaska will be present in Fargo to answer any concerns and 

accept guidance from the delegates as to their wishes. 

  Finance Committee Recommendation:  Finance Commit-

tee Chairman Roald Lund and committee members were    

present to discuss their recommendation with regard to an  

increase in membership dues and/or increasing the delegate/

guest registration fees to annual meetings. 

  Upon motion by Jacka/Tenorio, the Board voted unani-

mously to recommend to the delegate body that the Annual 

State Dues as stated in the Bylaws be raised from $100 to 

$150.  In addition, the dollar amount in the policy statement 

authorizing NARRC to give funds to the host state each year 

to offset their costs of hosting the annual meeting be increased 

from $2000 to $3,500.  (The policy statement is not a part of 

the Bylaws.) 

  (Rationale:  The increase in Annual State Dues would help 

keep down the costs of delegate/guest registration fees to an-

nual meetings by passing on these additional funds—a total of 

up to $3,500—to the host state each year, if requested.) 

  Proposed Amendment to Bylaws:  (In keeping with 

NARRC’s Bylaws, official notice will be sent to the states 30 

days prior to the annual meeting of the above recommenda-

tion to be ratified by the delegate body and to amend the By-

laws:  Page 1, “Dues” Section, first paragraph, second sen-

tence of the bylaws by striking out $100 and inserting $150.  

The amended bylaws after the dollar change would read: 

Thereafter, annual membership dues shall be $150 per year, 

unless otherwise amended by a majority of the membership 

at any meeting of this Association, and shall be payable by 

each member Organization promptly following January 1st 

of each year.) 

  Nominating Committee:  President Trotman advised that 

the nominating committee will be appointed next week and 

the names published in the June Newsletter. 

  Audit Committee:  President Trotman advised that the audit 

committee will also be appointed next week and the names 

published in the June Newsletter. 

  Adjournment:  There being no further business to come  

before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
                                             *******                                                                                 

 

Report of the NARRC BOD Mid-Year Planning Meeting 
April 29, 2008, in Fargo, North Dakota 

By Vernon Eagan 



 

                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                               Members of the NARRC 

                                                                                                                                                               BOD and host state  

                                                                                                                                                               inside the Hjemkomst 

                                                                                                                                                               Center and connecting  

                                                                                                                                                               Plains Art Museum in     

                                                                                                                                                               East Fargo at the close 

                                                                                                                                                               of the 2008 Mid-Year 

                                                                                                                                                               Planning Meeting.    

 

                                                                                                                                                              (Viking ship in background 

                                                                                                                                                               was built in 1971 by local 

                                                                                                                                                               teacher Robert Asp.  The 

                                                                                                                                                               vessel sailed to Bergen, 

                                                                                                                                                               Norway—a 72-day  

                                                                                                                                                               voyage.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West Acres Shopping Center 

3902 13th Avenue South 

Fargo, North Dakota 

A permanent shrine to a reluctant hero.  Roger Maris 

When approached with the 

 idea of creating a museum  

in his honor, New York Yankee 

 outfielder Roger Maris, who  

hailed from Fargo, initially  

declined out of humility. 

Eventually, though, he would  

say, “Put it where people will  

see it, and where they won’t 

 have to pay for it.” Maris is  

best known for hitting sixty-one 

 home runs in 1961. His 61 in  

'61 set a new major league record, breaking Babe Ruth’s previous mark of 60 hit in 1927. 

 
The Roger Maris Museum is 

located a block away from the 

Ramada Plaza Hotel in the West 

Acres Shopping Center and is 

free to the public.  

 

The rooms at the Ramada Plaza 

are spacious suites with excel-

lent meeting and dining facili-

ties—all under superb manage-

ment.  The rooms and meals are 

reasonably priced. 

 

Take time now to look over your 

North Dakota materials handed 

out last fall and plan to spend 

some extra time on your own in 

this unique and beautiful state.  

 

Registration packets will be 

mailed by North Dakota in 

late July/early August.   

 

****** 



Future NARRC Annual Conferences 
 
2008 

September 27—October 1 

Ramada Plaza Hotel—Fargo, ND  
(www.ramadafargo.com) 

Host:  Bill Fortier 
 
2009 

September 19—23 

Park Place Hotel—Traverse City, MI 
(www.park-place-hotel.com) 

Host:  Marion Weers 
 
2010 

September 26-29, 2010 

Whispering Woods Hotel—Olive Branch, 

MS (www.wwconferencecenter.com) 

Host:  John Teel 

 

REMINDER 
 

NEW PROGRAM RECOGNITION 

(NPR) AWARD 
 

Submit your new program entry to: 
 

Vernon L. Eagan 

NARRC Secy/Treas  
 

     no later than July 15, 2008 

(entry form enclosed.) 

 

Rural Rehabilitation 

REPORTS 
Vernon and Jeannie Eagan, Editor 

Additional copies of this newsletter are available.  

Please contact Vernon Eagan, Secretary/Treasurer, 

NARRC, 4408 Dawson Dr., North Little Rock, AR  

72116, phone: 501-758-4723 or 501-920-4621 

 
2007-08 NARRC OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

News items for the next Rural Rehabilitation Reports due out in January 2009 

are requested  from member states.  Send articles for publishing that would be 

of interest to the membership to:  Vernon Eagan, Secretary/Treasurer, NARRC, 

4408 Dawson Dr., North Little Rock, AR  72116, or email:egnvljj@swbell.net. 

President 

John M. Trotman 

Alabama Rural Rehab Corp 

2835 Zelda Rd., Zelda Exec Suite 

Montgomery, AL  36106 

PH:  334-277-8950 

Fax:  334-270-5983 
 
Vice President 

Kim Porter 

Wyoming Business Council 

214 West 15th Street 

Cheyenne, WY  82002 

PH:  307.777.6319   

Fax:  307.777.2838 

E-mail kim.porter@wybusiness.org 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Vernon L. Eagan 

4408 Dawson Drive 

North Little Rock, AR 72116 

PH:  501.758.4723   

Fax:  501.375.8625  

E-mail: egnvljj@swbell.net 
 
Past President 

H. Roald Lund 

23299 Pelican Bass Lane 

Pelican Rapids, MN 56572 

PH:  218.863.1642 

Fax:  701.224.8061 

E-mail: hrlund@loretel.net   
 
USDA Liaison for Rural Rehab 

Funds 

Mike Hill, Director-Outreach Staff 

Ag Stop 0511 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC  20250-0511 

PH:  202.690.1299 

Fax:  202.690.4727 

E-mail:  mike.hill@wdc.usda.gov 
 

Directors 

Harold Gary 

1306 South Church Street 

Brookhaven, MS 39601 

PH:  601.362.7406 

Fax:  601.981.4132 

E-mail:  johnpeggyt@msn.com 
   
Donald L. Jacka, Jr. 

Kansas Homestead Rehab Corp 

400 S. Kansas Avenue, Suite 203 

Topeka, KS  66603-3438 

PH:  785.233.2399 

Fax:  785.233.2758 

E-mail: khrc@swbell.net 
 
Sandra S. Tenorio 

Texas Rural Communities, Inc. 

1524 South I-Hwy 35, Suite 232 

Austin, TX 78704 

PH:  512.219.0468 

Fax:  512.219.0416 

E-mail:  Sandra.t@texasrural.org 
 
Marion Weers 

Michigan Rural Rehab Corp 

P.O. Box 188 

Marshall, MI 49068-0188 

PH:  269.781.4646 

Fax:  269.781.9850 

E-mail:  

mweers@mrrccollegeloans.com 
 
Bud Weiss 

722 Galaxy Drive 

Grand Junction, CO 81506 

PH:  970.243.6112 

Fax:  970.243.6112 

E-mail: bandcweiss@bresnan.net 
 

NARRC WEBSITE: 

           www.ruralrehab.org 

 

Nominating Committee: 

Don Jacka, Chair 

John Teel 

Tony Stafford 
 
Audit Committee: 
Stan Garbacz, Chair 

Tate Rusk 

Linda Olmsted-Stover  

 

     Website Committee: 

     Lee Boyer, Chair 

     David Skinner 

     Jeannie Eagan 
 
     Finance Committee: 

     Roald Lund, Chair 

     Don Jacka 

     Sandra Tenorio 

     Vernon Eagan 

Tate and Wendy Rusk (CO) at the 2007 NARRC 

meeting in Point Clear, AL.  Tate will be serving 

as a member of the 2008 Audit Committee. 


