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It was such an honor to
be elected as President g
the National Association
of Rural Rehabilitation
Corporations (NARRC)
during our Michigan
meeting. | look forward to
serving during this next
year.

Congratulations to the Michigan Rural Rehabilitg
tion Corporation (MRRC) for an extremely succe
ful meeting last September. | know that the Miss

an equally great meeting scheduled &aptember
26-29, 2010,n Olive Branch, Mississippi, and hop

Colorado del egation at
he Park inside Park Place Hotel: Left to Right: Ken

sippi Rural Rehabilitation Corporation has plannggeth Miller, Richard and Barb Lengel, Clarice Weld

Wendy and Tate Rusk, and Bud Weiss.

to see as many of our members at that time.

NARRC has been an excellent forum for membs
to exchange information, trade ideas, and share
sources. In Texas, we took an idea from the Kan
Homestead Rehab CorporatibBridge Loan§ and
adopted it in our Loan Program and look forward
using it to help our farmers overcome potential
nancing delays.

In addition, our annual meetings offer us all an ©
portunity to observe how other states address r
issues in their region. | look forward to heari
from our Mississippi colleagues and learning mo
about that region. See y&@eptember 2629, 2010!
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20092010 NARRC Officers and Board: Left to Right
Walt Anseth (MT); Bud Weiss (CO); Kim Porter (W
Don Jacka (KS); Sandra Tenorio (TX); Larry Mack (F
Marion Weers (Ml); Bill Stanley (SC); and Vernon Eagpn
(AR).
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Report of 2009 NARRC Annual Meeting Traverse City, MI &8 By Vernon Eagan

Meeting Program: The 38" Annual Meeting of the NaMichigan, with dairy being the leading segment.
tional Association of Rural Rehabilitation Corporations was
held in Traverse City, Michigan, on September22) 2009. Chad Geiger, Director RT®olicy, Wolverine Power Coo
Official welcomes were given by President Kim Porter andebgtive (a nefor-pr of i t or gani zati o
The Honorable Michael Estes, mayor of Traverse City. Flag Entry for Wi nd Devel op
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ceremony was presented by the VFW Post 2780 Honor Giragdinterconnections, equipment lead times, and challenges it

The invocation was delivered by Marsha Wilcox of Michigatonnecting to local utilities.

The General Session was called to order by President PoBeott Everett, founder and principal of North Capitol V|
and followed by Secy/Treas Eagan conducting the officialfof s oci at e s, concluded the
call. Eighteen states were represented. A moment of sldmto ut fALand Preservationbo
prayer was observed in remembrance and on behalf ofathee. Scottis a prior MRRC student loan borrower.
families of Kenneth Kern (KS) and Bob Swofford (MS).

The Presidentds Awards D
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Marion and Liz Weers ( Ml award gresen&atibns.aPsesidenh FoReC gage ancatvdrd plddue

conference photographers. Past President John TrotmBnor hi s fAdedi ¢

at

20072008 NARRC President; and a New Program Recggni-

Marie Scott, Seasonal Lead Park Ranger Interpretatiotioat(NPR) award plaque was presentedtm Jacka and tk
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, gave a pres8mte of Kansafor the development of a hew innovative g
tion on fASleeping Bear DumesamNatmitondledLakKé&ESRmomwd Rd D
dressed the formation of the dunes, the uses of the santh he Four Man Fi shindé Tack]l g
migration of the dunes, and how the various grasses and trees
stabilize the soil. On Tuesday, the delegates and guests boarded bus

maritime and agricultural tours: the Great Lakes Mari

Ken DeBeaussaert, Direct@ffice of the Great Lakes, foAcademy, NW Michigan Horticulture Station, Inland §
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Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, spoke abBducation Association, the Historic Fishing Town at Leland,

the 2005 agreement and c o Brepagdg Bea Sanch RBudes Clinks Bite, aand Pierack Sts
pact. 0 Hi s remar ks focusé®cdnicDrive.t he priorities for
Lakes safeguarding the water use and diversions for genera-
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tions to come. The Great Lakes represent-fitie of the The meeting was reconvened on Wednesday motning.

worl dés fresh surface wat eCraig Martin, owner of Cloverfield Jerseys and a MRRC

borrower, gave a presentation on his dairy operation; hig

Paul Johnson and Marion Weers gave a brief history ofctws in the dairy industry; and a testimonial to the effor
Michigan Rural Rehabilitation Corporation. MRRC with regard to his accomplishments.

Rear Admiral John Tanner, USMS, Great Lakes Maritiméice President Sandra Tenorio served as moderator f
Academy, gave a presentation about the Great Lakes Maritiraen e | di scussion on fANew
Academy which was established by Congress in 1969 amingozzi (Arkansas), Don Jacka (Kansas), and Walt Ar
one of six maritime academies in the US. He addresse@betana). They addressed the impetus for their respé
strict admission standards and high placement of graduataesew programs and the steps involved to implement.

Following lunch, Bob Sutherland, founder and owner chnnual Business Meeting President Porter called the A
Cherry Republic, told about his early entrepreneurial endeaal Business Meeting to order at 10:15 am. A quorum
ors and how they led to his current success with CherryeR&ablished.
public and of the people who served as a #Alighthoustg
along the way. He stressed the importance of: generosMinutes: The minutes of the Annual Business Mee
keeping it simple, authenticity, not taking ourselves too deeld October 1, 2008, were distributed and upon motig
ously, and making the world a better place. Harold Gary/John Teel, the minutes were approved 4

corded, mailed, and distributed

Robert Craig, DirecteAgriculture Development Division,

oan
suc
ks of

Dr the
P 1
seth
pCtive

n-
was

e o
ing
n by
S re.

with the Michigan Department of Agriculture, spoke aboul r e asur er 6 s Re p oCopids Afuhe iFihan- R €

AMi chi gaFfodosd Algrdustry, 0 t haal Sateraentdodthe periedofoSepdemberlr 2P@8sta A
economic drived employing 25 percent of people working i81, 2009, were distributed. Secy/Treas Eagan expanded
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(Report of 2009 Annualgued & $35 atmpve che projettdd) fee designated by th
staté® acknowledging that the host state may establish
the report. Chairman Tate Rusk presented the Audit Refemtat whatever level necessafhese additional fees will g
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Upon motion bySandra Tenorio/Tony Stafford, the delegatemt o a speci al NARRC fund
approved the Annual Financial Statement and Audit Repodom$erence expenses and funneled through the $3,500
presented ance provided to the host state

Website Report Jeannie Eagan, committee member, rgRationale: Income from annual dues and interest ing
ported that all areas of the website are up to datme insufficient to offset NARRC expenses for -lamgye
encouraging states to view the staiestate awareness sectigorianning.)
and send any updates for their state to the committee. Eagan

advised that we will be looking for a new website managedominating Committee: Chairman Tony Stafford pr¢
(Meagan Longoria requested we find a replacement dueettted the following slate of officers for 26R910: Presit

additional responsibilities in her current feiime position). den® Sandra Tenorio (TX); Vice PresidénBud Weiss
(CO); Past Presideiitkim Porter (WY); and three, twgear,
2010 Annual Meeting John Teel (Mississippi) provideterm directord Walt Anseth (MT), Marion Weers (Ml), ar
handouts and advised the delegates of the 2010 annual Bi#edtanley (SC).
ing in Olive Branch, Mississippi, o8eptember 2629, 2010
at the Whispering Woods Hotel and Conference CentéDirectors Don Jacka (KS) and Larry Mack (FL) each hg
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Olive Branch is located about 25/30 minutes from Mempiig year remaining on their elected terms. Also, the neap-

International Airport and/or from downtown Memphis. pointment of Vernon Eagan as Secretary/Treasurer wi
officially announced at the Board Meeting immediately
2011 Annual Meeting Steve Gallagher (Alaska) gave dowing; therefore his name is not listed here.)
update on their plans to host the 2011 annual meetidg-in
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chorage, Alaska, oduly 17-20, 2011 He advised they are There being no further nominations and upon motiof by

looking at the Millennium Hotel located near the airport thirold Gary/Tony Minicozzi, the delegates voted to elect
offers easy access to other sites in the state and providesstat®-of officers by acclamation
plimentary shuttle to/from airport and downtown Anchorage.

They are working on an agricultural tour of the valley and dpast President Porter commended the Michigan deleg
optional tour. for an outstanding meeting. She advised that the n

elected Board would meet upon adjournment.
Finance Committee/ Board of Directorsd Recommenda-

tion: Rati fy BODO6s wunani mou 8i- viherebeingnno Mrhgr blsiness? thd) Inual Confer
rector Larry Mack presented the recommendation, and wgrme/Meeting of the National Association of Rural Rehab
motion by Sonny Roberts/Don Giffey, the delegate bdityn Corporations was adjourned at3am.

voted unanimously to ratify the Board of Director g
mous vote on May 5, 2009, recommending to set the annual il
meeting reqistration fees for each attendee (both delegate and
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MAKING IT TO
THE TOP!

Twenty-sever
energetic deld
gates and gues
shown here mee
ing the challeng

of Sleeping Bear
Sand Dunes
Climb Site on
tour day. (Not
shown is  LiZ

rapher.)
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